Jewish Community Center of Paramus
Congregation Beth Tikvah
304 E. Midland Avenue ~ Paramus NJ 07652~ 201.262.7691

A Shabbat Message from Rabbi Hillel Gold

Friday May 23, 2025 ~ Parshat: Behar-Bechukotai

Dear JCCP/CBT family,

Celebrating Jerusalem Day in the Holy City

This coming Monday, Memorial Day in the United States, is recognized by Jews
around the world as Yom Yerushalayim, Jerusalem Day. Yom Yerushalayim
commemorates the reunification of the City of Jerusalem in 1967, 19 years after the
city was divided in two during Israel’s War of Independence in 1948 and Jews were
denied access to Jerusalem’s Old City, the Temple Mount and to the Kotel
haMa’aravi, the Western Wall.

Jerusalem Day is a day of national pride. Every day, residents of Jerusalem of all
religious stripes and persuasions are able to freely traverse this magnificent city.
Jerusalem is growing and dynamic. In reality, her landscape is changing — tall
magnificent towers are beginning to coexist side by side with century old modest
structures. The Jerusalem light rail, now a vital piece of local infrastructure,
continues to grow and expand as it links the city and enables its residents and its

visitors to crisscross its landscape seemingly traffic free.

In her famous song, Naomi Shemer described Jerusalem’s beauty

Yerushalayim shel Zahav, v’shel nechoseht v’shel or, hah-lo U'khol shirayich ani kinor

Jerusalem of gold and of copper and of light, behold I am a violin for all your songs.

There is an unmistakable physical beauty to this wonderful city. But of deeper

significance is Jerusalem’s spiritual beauty. Traversing this city on a daily basis,



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tYBFATBAjEU

whether as a permanent resident or as visitors do each day they are here — the
spirituality and the holiness permeates, given the understanding of the historical and
religious significance that the city contains and enabling Jerusalem to update her
“song” and its musical soundtrack on a daily basis. This is the city of David, the king
and the poet, and the city of his son Solomon, imbued with wisdom and
understanding. It is the city of Ezra and Nehemiah, who rebuilt Jerusalem (and the
Temple) in 517 BCE following the initial exile to Babylonia of 586 BCE. It is the city
of Rabbi Akiva who, while standing on the mount of Olives with two colleagues and
saw foxes running across the deserted Temple Mount laughed while his colleagues
cried. When queried by them for his unusual behavior, he responded that he
envisioned the prophesy of a restored Jerusalem eventually coming true. First the
city had to become desolate and destroyed (as evidenced by the foxes) and then at a
future point it would regain its beauty and its glory. Ithink Rabbi Akiva and his
colleagues, were they to come back and observe Jerusalem in 2025, even for a day,
would acknowledge the accuracy of Akiva’s prediction. And we dare not overlook
that Jerusalem is also the city of David Ben Gurion, Golda Meir, the Knesset, Teddy
Kolek and its current mayor, Moshe Lion. But it would be wrong to forget that it is
also the city of the common citizen, like your humble author, where Jewish life is
celebrated on a daily basis. It is a city of a myriad of synagogues of all stripes and
flavors and it is a city where the study of Torah flourishes. It is a city that celebrates
life. Itis a city whose residents feel and live the Jewish calendar on a daily

basis. There is nothing more special than watching the city morph from its daily
hustle and bustle of Sunday to Friday to the serene, peaceful, and contemplative mood
that exists each week on Shabbat. And then to hear that quiet broken on Saturday

nights by the busses and the garbage trucks and seeing people once again engaging in

their daily personal lives. It is indeed a privilege to call Jerusalem home.

The fact that Yom Yerushalayim and US Memorial Day will be observed
simultaneously in the US is perhaps consequential. As its residents live on a daily
basis, it is impossible to not know and recognize the city’s ancient and modern
history. One hundred yards from my home is a monument to a fallen IDF soldier.
Yossi Lieberman was his name. He fell on the June 5, 1967, in the initial fighting of

the Six Day War to help liberate the city from Jordanian control, but of greater




significance, doing his part to help Israel to stave off the intended plans of annihilation
hoped for by the entire Arab World. We remember every day. I hope that at least a
portion of Memorial Day in the USA will be devoted to remembering, recalling, and
honoring those who have worn the uniform of the United States and have helped to

ensure that the country remains free for all its citizens.
I hope that both Jerusalem and the United States will each continue to live and thrive
for centuries to come, both remembering their individual pasts and working to create

blessed and peaceful futures for each.

From Jerusalem, Yerushalayim Ir Hakodesh (the Holy City)

Shabbat Shalom,
Rabbi Hillel Gold

ravhillel@yahoo.com — I always welcome feedback and enjoy hearing from you!
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