4 SELIHOT SERVICE—PRAYERS FOR FORGIVENESS

Happy are they who dwell in Thy house; forever shall they
praise Thee. Happy the people who thus fare; happy the
people whose God is the Eternal.

Psalm 145
I will extol Thee, my God, O King,
And praise Thy name for ever and ever.
Every day will I bless Thee,
And I will praise Thy name for ever and ever.
Great is the Lord and greatly to be praised,
And His greatness is without end.
One generation shall laud Thy works to another,
And shall declare Thy mighty acts.
I will speak of the splendor of Thy glorious majesty,
And tell of Thy wonders.
And men shall proclaim the might of Thy acts,
And 1 will declare Thy greatness.
They shall make known the fame of Thy great goodness,
And shall joyously proclaim Thy righteousness.
The Lord is gracious and full of compassion;
. Slow to anger and abundant in kindness.
The Lord is good to all;
And His love is over all His works.
Allwhom Thou hast madeshallgive thanksunto Thee,O Lord,
And Thy faithful ones shall bless Thee.
They shall declare the glory of Thy kingdom,
And tell of Thy power,
To make known to the sons of men Thy mighty acts,
And the glorious splendor of Thy kingdom.
Thy kingdom is an everlasting kingdom,
And Thy dominion endureth throughout all generations.
The Lord upholdeth all who fall,
And raiseth up all who are bowed down.
The eyes of all hopefully look to Thee,
And Thou givest them their food in due season.
Thou openest Thy hand,
And satisfiest every living thing with favor.
The Lord is righteous in all His ways,
And gracious in all His works.
The Lord is near unto all who call upon Him,
To all who call upon Him in truth.
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6 SELIHOT SERVICE—PRAYERS FOR FORGIVENESS

He shall fulfill the desire of them that revere Him;
He shall also hear their cry, and save them.
The Lord protects all them that love Him;
But all the wicked shall He bring low.
My mouth shall speak the praise of the Lord;
Let all men praise His holy name for ever and ever.
We will praise the Lord from this time forth,
And forevermore. Halleluyah.

Reader
May the great name of God be honored throughout the
world which He has created according to His will. May He
soon, even in our own lifetime and in the lifetime of our people,
establish His kingdom on earth so that God shall rule over us
all; and let us say, Amen.

Congregation and Reader
May His great name be praised for ever and ever.
‘ Reader
Exalted and honored be the name of the Holy One, praised
be He, whose glory is far above all hymns of praise which man
can offer Him; and let us say, Amen.

Congregation

{ B’ha-yay-hon uv-yd-may-hon, uv-ha-yay d’hol bays yis-ro-ayl,
Ba-a-go-lo u-viz’'man ko-reev, v'im-ru o-mayn.

Y’ hay sh may ra- -bo m’vo-rah, I'o-lam ul-ol- -may ol-ma-yo.

V’'im-ru o-mayn. }

O Lord, Thou art righteous, but we are prone to error. How
can we plead before Thee? What can we say? How can we
justify ourselves? ILet us search and examine our ways and
return to Thee, for Thy right hand is extended to receive all
those who truly repent. We come before Thee not with deeds
of lovingkindness, but like poor and needy creatures do we
knock at Thy doors. O merciful and gracious God, we call
upon Thee. Turn us not away from Thy presence without
Thy blessing. O send us not away without blessing us, far
Thou alone hearest prayer.

{ Brackets indcate congregational singing } 5
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8 SELTHOT SERVICE—PRAYERS FOR FORGIVENESS

Selected from the Hebrew

And Thou who hearest prayers,

Unto Thee all flesh shall come.
They shall come and worship before Thee, O Lord,
And do honor to Thy name.

O come, let us worship and bow down;

Let us bend the knee before the Lord, our Maker.
Enter into His gates with thanksgiving,
And into His courts with praise.

Behold, bless the Lord, all ye servants of the Lord,

Who stand through the night in the house of the Lord.

Lift up your hands in the Sanctuary and bless the Lord.
We will enter His tabernacle and worship at His footstool.

Exalt the Lord our God,
And worship at His holy mountain.

O worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness;
Revere Him all that inhabit the earth.

We will come into Thy house in the abundance of Thy mercy;
In reverence for Thee will we worship toward Thy holy
Temple.
We will praise Thy name for Thy loving-kindness and for
Thy truth;
Thou hast made Thy word supreme above all.
God of hosts, who is like unto Thee?
Thy faithfulness is round about Thee.

Who in heaven can be compared unto the Lord?
Who among the mighty can stand beside the Lord?

For Thou art great and doest wondrous things;
Thou art God alone.

For Thy mercy is great above the heavens,
And Thy truth reaches unto the clouds.

Great is the Lord and greatly to be praised;
And His greatness is unsearchable.
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10 SELIHOT SERVICE—PRAYERS FOR FORGIVENESS

Responsive Reading
Selected from the Hebrew

® Who would not be in awe of Thee, O King of nations?
e In all the kingdoms there is none like unto Thee.

e Mighty art Thou, and great is Thy name;
e With Thee are strength and majesty.

°

e The day is Thine and the night also,

: Thou hast prepared the light and the sun.

: For in Thy hand are the depths of the earth;
e [The strength of the hills is also Thine.

: Thine, O Lord, are greatness and power,
e Glory, victory and majesty.

°
e For all that is in heaven and on the earth is Thine;

® Thine is sovereignty, O Lord; Thou rulest supreme.
°

® The heavens are Thine and the earth also;
: The world and the fullness thereof, Thou hast founded them.

®  Thou hast set all the borders of the earth;
° .
e Thou hast made summer and winter.

: The sea is Thine and Thou hast made it;
e And Thy hands formed the dry land.

°
Thou rulest the raging of the sea;

When the waves thereof arise, Thou stillest them.

® Great art Thou and greatly to be praised
° . .
¢ In Thy city on the holy mountain.

The heavens shall praise Thy wonders, O Lord;
And Thy faithfulness among the holy ones.
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12 SELIHOT SERVICE—PRAYERS FOR FORGIVENESS

Oh come, let us sing unto the Lord!

Let us rejoice before the Rock who is our unfailing help.
Let us come before Thy presence with thanksgiving;

Let us joyfully sing psalms unto Thee.

Righteousness and justice are the foundation of Thy throne;
Mercy and truth go before Thee.

Let us assemble together,

And reverently come to Thy house, O God.

In Thy hand is the soul of every living being,

And in Thy keeping is the spirit of all mankind.

The soul of man is Thine, and his body is Thy creation;
have compassion upon Thy handiwork. Yea, both soul and
body are Thine. O Lord, for the sake of Thine honor, deal
kindly with us. We have come here trusting in Thy name,
for Thou art a merciful and gracious God. For Thy name’s
sake, pardon our iniquity, for it is great.

Forgive us, O our Father, for in our folly we have gone
astray. Pardon us, O our King, for our iniquities ate many.

Our God and God of our fathers!

How shall we pray to Thee who dwellest on high?
How shall we express to Thee our inmost thoughts?

We have abhorred Thy true and righteous ways;
We have preferred abominations and evil deeds.

We have followed false prophecies and delusions;
We have been stubborn and insolent.

Because of our iniquities was Thine indignation aroused;
The Temple was destroyed and sacrifices have ceased.

Anointed priests, skilled in Temple ritual and sacrifice,
Have been banished and exiled afar.
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14 SELIHOT SERVICE—PRAYERS FOR FORGIVENESS

How often hast Thou rebuked us through prophets and
seers!
Yet we did not hearken to Thy teachers and exhorters.

Ever since have we been wanderers,
Crushed, tortured and slaughtered.

We have survived as a handful among worthless thorns.
Though seeking deliverance, we find it not.

Why do the oppressors of Thy people, who bow to idols,
continually prosper?

Rising up against Thee, they speak blasphemies and taunt
Thy people:
“O shattered and broken ones! In whom do you trust?”’

O Holy One, Thou who livest forever, behold the plight of
Thy wretched people
Who cling to Thee and rely only upon Thee.

May we by Thy wondrous power be saved now and for-
evermore,
For upon Thy great mercy we depend.

We trust in Thine abundant mercy; we rely upon Thy
righteousness; we hope for Thy forgiveness, and yearn for
Thine unfailing help. Thou, our King, hast always loved
righteousness. Thou absolvest Thy people of their iniquities,
and Thou removest the sins of those who revere Thee. Thou
didst make a covenant with our forefathers, and dost fulfill
Thy promise to their descendants. In Thy cloud of glory,
Thou didst descend on Mount Sinai, and didst show Thy ways
of goodness unto Thy servant Moses. Thou didst reveal unto
him Thy paths of lovingkindness, and didst make known to
him that Thou art a merciful and gracious God, slow to anger,
abounding in lovingkindness, continually dispensing goodness,
and guiding the whole world with Thy mercy. Asitis written:
“And God said: ‘I will make all My goodness pass before you,
and I will proclaim the name of the Lord before you. I will
be gracious to whom I shall show mercy.” 1

i Exodus 33:19.
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16 SELIHOT SERVICE—PRAYERS FOR FORGIVENESS

Thou art slow to anger.

Thou art known as the God of mercy; Thou hast shown
man the way to repentance.

Be ever mindful of Thine abundant mercy and lovingkind-
ness toward the descendants of Thy beloved people.

Turn unto us in compassion, for Thou art the Lord of com-
passion.

With supplication and prayer we come before Thee who
didst reveal Thy mercy unto Moses.

Repent once more of Thy wrath, as it is written in the
Torah.!

May we find shelter in Thy protection as on the day when
Thou didst descend in the cloud. \

Forgive our transgressions, and blot out our guilt as on the
day when Thou didst appear unto Moses on Sinai.

Heed our supplication! Hearken to our prayer

As on the day when Moses called upon God. Thus, it is
recorded in the Torah:?

“And the Lord passed before him and proclaimed:

“ ‘The Lord, the Eternal, is a merciful and gracious God,
slow to anger, abounding in lovingkindness and truth; keeping
mercy for thousands of generations, forgiving iniquity, trans-
gression and sin, and acquitting all those who truly repent.’ ”’

Q pardon our iniquity and our sin, and accept us for Thine
inheritance.

Forgive us, O our Father, for we have sinned; pardon us,
O our King, for we have transgressed.

For Thou, O Lord, art good, and ever ready to forgive.
Thou art abounding in mercy unto all who call upon Thee.

O Lord, in the morning, hearken unto our supplication. In
the morning, we shall prepare our prayer unto Thee and await
Thy blessing. Hear our voice as we call upon Thee and lift
our hands in reverence toward Thy holy Sanctuary. Hear,
O Lord, our plea; be gracious unto us and answer us. Restore
us, O God of our salvation, and cause Thine indignation toward
us to cease. Though there is no one worthy to call upon Thy
name, to rise up and cleave unto Thee, hear our prayer, O
Lord! Hearken to our plea and be not unmindful of our tears.

1 Exodus 32:12. 2 Exodus 34:6, 7.
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18 SELIHOT SERVICE~—PRAYERS FOR FORGIVENESS

As a father pities his children, so pity us, O Lord. Salva-
tion comes from the Lord; may Thy blessing be upon Thy
people. The Lord of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is as
a high tower unto us. O Lord of hosts, ha9py is the man that
trusts in Thee. Save us, O Lord; mayest Thou, O King,
answer us on the day we call.

O pardon the iniquity of this people according to the great-
ness of Thy mercy, and according as Thou hast forgiven this
people from the days of Egypt even until now.

And the Lord said: ‘I have forgiven according to thy word.’

O my God, hear our prayer and behold the desolation of
Zion, the city which is called by Thy name; for we do not
present our supplications before Thee for our righteous deeds,
but because of Thy great mercies. O Lord, hear; O Lord,
forgive; O Lord, hearken and deal kindly with us. Delay not
for Thine own sake, O my God, for Thy city and Thy people
are called by Thy name.
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30 SELITHOT SERVICE—PRAYERS FOR FORGIVENESS

At the close of the Sabbath, we come before Thee.
Hear us from on high;
O Thou who art continually praised,
Hear our plea and prayer!
Lish-m&-a el ho-ri-no v’el hat-fi-lo.

By means of Thy power, perform in our behalf deeds of
might for the sake of Isaac, who was willingly bound to the
altar on Moriah, and in whose stead a ram was sacrificed.
SHield his descendants who implore Thee this night.

Hear our plea and prayer!

Seek the well-being of all those who seek Thee. From Thy
heavenly abode, heed their prayer, and turn not aside from
their supplication.

Hear our plea and prayer!

They tremble at the approach of Thy judgment. Awaiting
Thy verdict, they suffer pangs like a woman in childbirth.
Cleanse Thou the stain of their guilt that they may sing of
Thy wondrous deeds.

Hear our plea and prayer!
Thou art the Creator of all living things. From the begin-

ning didst Thou provide them with relief from suffering by

granting them mercy from Thy treasure-house of love.
Hear our plea and prayer!

Lord on high, though Thy people’s transgressions be many,
O come to their aid with Thy mercies stored up in heaven.
For undeserving of Thy grace, they plead before Thee.

Hear our plea and prayer!

Consider our trials and not our transgressions. Worker of
wonders, do Thou vindicate all those who cry unto Thee.
Hearken to their supplications, O Lord of the universe.

Hear our plea and prayer!

Accept their plaint as they stand before Thee this night.
Receive their prayer with favor as if it were a Temple offering
of old. Show them Thy wonders, O Thou who doest great
deeds.

Hear our plea and prayer!
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32 SELIHOT SERVICE—PRAYERS FOR FORGIVENESS

THE ETERNAL PRESENCE
Selected from Psalm 139

O Lord, Thou hast searched me, and knowest me.

Thou knowest my every step;
Thou understandest my thought from afar.

Thou measurest my going about and my lying down,
And art acquainted with all my ways. -

For if there be a word on my tongue,
Thou, O Lord, knowest it altogether.

Whither shall T go from Thy spirit?
Or whither shall I flee from Thy presence?

" If T ascend up into heaven, Thou art there;
If I make my bed in the nether world, behold, Thou art there.

If T take the wings of the morning,
And dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea,

Even there would Thy hand lead me,
And Thy right hand would hold me.

And if I say: ‘Surely the darkness shall envelop me,
And the night shall shut me in;’

Even the darkness is not too dark for Thee,
Yea, the night shineth as the day;
The darkness is even as the light.

I will give thanks unto Thee,
For I am marvelously made;

Wonderful are Thy works;
My soul knoweth right well.

Before my days were fashioned,
In Thy book were they all written down.

How mysterious are Thy purposes, O Lord,
How vast is their number!

Search me, O God, and know my heart,
Try me, and know my thoughts;

And see if there be any guile in me,
And lead me in Thy way forever.
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34 SELIHOT SERVICE—PRAYERS FOR FORGIVENESS

Remember, O Lord, Thy tender mercies and Thy loving-
kindness for they are everlasting. O remember not our former
iniquities. Hasten Thy tender mercies for we are brought
very low. Remember us, O Lord, with favor, and grant us
Thy salvation. Remember Thy congregation which Thou
hast gotten of old and which Thou hast redeemed, and Mount
Zion wherein Thou hast dwelt. Remember, O Lord, the devo-
tion of Jerusalem, and never forget the love of Zion. Recall,
O Lord, the words of the Edomites, who in the day of Jeru-
salem said: “Raze it, raze it even unto its very foundation.”
Thou wilt arise and have mercy upon Zion, for the time has
now come to favor her.

Remember Abraham, Isaac and Israel, Thy servants, to
whom Thou promised: “‘I will multiply your seed as the stars
of heaven, and all this land that I have spoken of will I give
unto your seed, and they shall inherit it forever.” Yea, re-
member Thy servants, Abraham, Isaac and Jacob; look not
unto the stubbornness of this people, nor to their wickedness
nor to their sin.

Remember unto us the covenant of the patriarchs, ‘“‘And I
will remember My covenant with Abraham, with Isaac and
with Jacob; and I will remember the land.”

Remember unto us the covenant of our ancestors, “‘And I
will, for their sakes, remember the covenant of their ancestors
whom I brought forth out of the land of Egypt in the sight
of the nations that I might be their God; I am the Lord.”

Deal with us according to the promise in Scriptures: “And
even when they be in the land of their enemies, I will not cast
them away, neither will I abhor them, to destroy them utterly,
and to break My covenant with them; for I am the Lord, their
God.”
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36 SELIHOT SERVICE—PRAYERS FOR FORGIVENESS

Have mercy upon us and destroy us not, “For the Lord
your God is a merciful God; He will not forsake you, neither
will He destroy you, nor forget the covenant made with your
fathers.” '

Purify our hearts to love and revere Thy name. “And the
Lord your God will incline your heart and the heart of your
seed, to love the Lord your God with all your heart and with
all your soul, that you may live.”

O bring back our captivity and have compassion upon us.
“Then the Lord your God will turn your captivity and have
compassion upon you, and will again gather you from all the
peoples whither the Lord your God hath scattered you.”

O gather our dispersed and homeless. ‘‘If any of them be
driven out unto the utmost parts of heaven, from thence will
the Lord your God gather you, and from thence will He fetch
you.”

O be Thou with us to guide our paths. “And if you shall
seek the Lord your God, you shall find Him, if you seek Him
with all yvour heart and with all your soul.”

O blot out our transgressions for Thy sake. “I, even I, am
He that blotteth out your transgressions, for Mine own sake,
and I will not remember your sins.”

O blot out our transgressions and may they vanish as a
thick cloud and as a mist. ‘I have blotted out as a thick cloud
your transgressions, and as a mist your sins; return unto Me;
for I have redeemed you.”

O turn Thou our sins as white as snow or wool. ‘‘Come now,
and let us reason together,” saith the Lord. ‘‘Though your
sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they
be red like crimson, they shall be as wool.”

O cleanse us from all our impurities. ‘“Then will I sprinkle
clean water upon you, and you shall be clean; from all your
defilement and from all your abominations will I cleanse you."”

O bring us to Thy holy mountain and make us joyful in Thy
house of prayer. ‘‘I will bring them to My holy mountain and
make them joyful in My house of prayer; their offerings shall
be accepted upon Mine altar; for My house shall be called a
hcuse of prayer for all people.”
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38 SELIHOT SERVICE—PRAYERS FOR FORGIVENESS

Heavenly Father, heed our cry;
In mercy grant our supplication.

Turn us back to Thee, O Lord;
Restore to us our ancient glory.
Accept our words, our fervent prayer;
Consider Thou our meditation.

Rock divine, be with Thy folk;
Cast not Thy people from Thy presence.

Without Thee, God, there is no hope;
Our life an aimless evanescence.

Lord, forsake us not, we pray;
Be Thou our staff when our strength faileth;

When youth to feeble age gives way,
Naught then but Thee, O God, availeth.
Thou, O Father, wast our hope '
In all our days through joy and sorrow.

Be with us yet and to the end,
Our Comforter in life’s tomorrow.

It is characteristic of the spirit of Judaism that the confessional
is recited in public and is expressed in the plural. Each human
being is responsible for all the sins of the society in which he lives,
either by his own acts of commission, or by his passive acquiescence
in the conditions that breed crime and lawlessness.

Our God and God of our fathers, may our prayers come
before Thee. Hide not Thyself from our supplication, for we
are neither so arrogant nor so hardened as to say before Thee:
“O Lord our God and God of our fathers, we are righteous
and have not sinned.” Verily, we have sinned.

{O-sham-nu, bo-gad-nu, go-zol-nu, di-bar-nu d5-fee; heh-eh-
vee-nu, v'hir-sha-nu, zad-nu, ho-mas-nu, to-fal-nu sheh-ker;
yo-atz-nu ro, ki-zav-nu, latz-nu, mo-rahd-nu, ni-atz-nu, so-
rahr-nu, o-vee-nu, po-sha-nu, tzo-rahr-nu, ki-shee-nu &-ref;
ro-sha-nu, shi-has-nu, ti-ahv-nu, to-ee-nu, ti-to-nu.}

We have trespassed, we have been faithless, we have robbed,
and spoken slander ; we have acted perversely, we have wrought
wickedness, we have been presumptuous, we have done vio-
lence, and uttered falsehood; we have counselled evil, we have
revolted, and provoked; we have rebelled, we have committed
iniquity, we have failed to keep our promise, we have trans-
gressed, oppressed, and have been stiff-necked; we have done
wickedly, we have corrupted, and committed abomination ; we
have gone astray, and have led others astray.

We have turned away from Thy commandments and Thy
sound judgments, and it has profited us nothing. But Thou
art righteous in all that has come upon us; for Thou hast acted
truthfully, while we have wrought unrighteousness.

Each of the four verses is repeated 37
after the cantor.
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40 SELIHOT SERVICE—PRAYERS FOR FORGIVENESS

We have trespassed more than all other peoples; we are
bowed down by shame more than any other generation. Our
joy is departed from us; our heart is downcast because of
our sins. Our cherished treasures have been destroyed and

e our glory darkened. Because of our iniquities, our holy Temple

is in ruins and our palace is desolate. Our fair land is given
over to strangers, and our wealth has been seized by the alien.

Yet have we not repented of our sins. Then how shall we
dare be so brazen and obstinate as to declare before Thee:
“O Lord our God and God of our fathers, we are righteous
and have not sinned!” Verily, we and our fathers have sinned.

{'O-sham-nu, bo-gad-nu, go-zol-nu, di-bar-nu do-fee; heh-eh-
vee-nu, v’hir-sha-nu, zad-nu, ho-mas-nu, to-fal-nu sheh-ker;
yo-atz-nu ro, ki-zav-nu, latz-nu, mo-rahd-nu, ni-atz-nu, so-
rahr-nu, o-vee-nu, po-sha-nu, tzo-rahr-nu, ki-shee-nu o-ref;
ro-sha-nu, shi-has-nu, ti-ahv-nu, to-ee-nu, ti-to-nu.}

We have trespassed, we have been faithless, we have robbed,
and spoken slander ; we have acted perversely, we have wrought
wickedness, we have been presumptuous, we have done vio-
lence, and uttered falsehood ; we have counselled evil, we have
revolted, and provoked; we have rebelled, we have committed
iniquity, we have failed to keep our promise, we have trans-
gressed, oppressed, and have been stiff-necked; we have done
wickedly, we have corrupted, and committed abomination ; we
have gone astray, and have led others astray.

We have turned away from Thy commandments and Thy
sound judgments, and it has profited us nothing. But Thou
art righteous in all that has come upon us; for Thou hast acted
truthfully, while we have wrought unrighteousness.

Before our very eyes, they plundered our wealth, seized and
stripped it from us. They imposed their yoke upon us, and
we have borne it upon our shoulders. Slaves have dominion
over us, and there is none to deliver us from their oppression.
Many are the tribulations that beset us. We call upon Thee,
O Lord our God, but because of our iniquities Thou keepest
afar from us. We have turned away from Thee, gone astray,
and are lost.

Yet have we not repented of our sins. Then how shall we
dare be so brazen and obstinate as to declare before Thee:
“O Lord our God and God of our fathers, we are righteous
and have not sinned!” Verily, we and our fathers have
sinned.
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42 SELIHOT SERVICE—PRAYERS FOR FORGIVENESS

It is characteristic of the spirit of Judaism that the confessional

-is recited in public and is expressed in the plural. Each human

being is responsible for all the sins of the society in which he lives,

either by his own acts of commission, or by his passive acquies-
cence in the conditions that breed crime and lawlessness.

{O-sham-nu, bo-gad-nu, go-zol-nu, di-bar-nu do-fee; heh-eh-
vee-nu, v'hir-sha-nu, zad-nu, ho-mas-nu, to-fal-nu sheh-ker;
yo-atz-nu ro, ki-zav-nu, latz-nu, mo-rahd-nu, ni-atz-nu, so-
rahr-nu, o-vee-nu, po-sha-nu, tzo-rahr-nu, ki-shee-nu o&-ref;
ro-sha-nu, shi-has-nu, ti-ahv-nu, to-ee-nu, ti-to-nu.}

We have trespassed, we have been faithless, we have robbed,
and spoken slander; we have acted perversely, we have wrought
wickedness, we have been presumptuous, we have done vio-
lence, and uttered falsehood ; we have counselled evil, we have
revolted, and provoked ; we have rebelled, we have committed
iniquity, we have failed to keep our promise, we have trans-
gressed, oppressed, and have been stiff-necked; we have done
wickedly, we have corrupted, and committed abomination ; we
have gone astray, and have led others astray.

We have turned away from Thy commandments and Thy
sound judgments, and it has profited us nothing. But Thou
art righteous in all that has come upon us; for Thou hast acted
truthfully, while we have wrought unrighteousness.

We have acted wickedly and transgressed; therefore we have
not been saved. O inspire us to forsake the way of wicked-
ness, and hasten to save us, as it is written in the Book of
Isaiah: “Let the wicked forsake his way, and the man of
iniquity his evil purposes. Let them return unto the Lord,
and He shall have mercy upon them. Let them return to our
God, for He will be ever ready to pardon them.” '

David, Thine anointed, said unto Thee: “Who can discern
his own errors? Absolve me from those faults unknown to
me.”’ 2 Absolve us, O Lord our God, from all our transgres-
sions, and cleanse us, as it is written in the Book of Ezekiel:
“I will sprinkle purifying water upon you, and you shall be
purified from all your impurities, and from all your idolatries
will I cleanse you." ?

Thine own people hunger for Thy goodness. They thirst
for Thy lovingkindness, and yearn for Thy deliverance. May
they come to know that only the Lord our God shall grant
mercy and forgiveness.

1 Jsaiah 55:7. 2 Psalm 19:13. 3 Ezekiel 36:25.
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46 SELIHOT SERVICE——PRAYERS FOR FORGIVENESS

Thou who art ever-existing, good and beneficent; Thou who
knowest our frailty, who suppressest anger, who art robed in
righteousness, O Supreme King of kings,

Answer us, O Lord, answer us.

Thou who art revered and exalted, who forgivest and par-
donest, who answerest in a favorable time, Thou Redeemer
and Deliverer,

Answer us, O Lord, answer us.

Thou who art just and upright, near to all who call upon
Thee, merciful and gracious, the support of the faithful,

Answer us, O Lord, answer us.

O God of our fathers, O God of Abraham, O Revered of

Isaac, O Mighty One of Jacob, Refuge of our mothers, Helper
of the tribes,

Answer us, O Lord, answer us.

Thou who art slow to anger, who art easily reconciled, who
answerest in time of sorrow, Thou Father of orphans, Thou
Judge of widows,

Answer us, O Lord, answer us.

He who answered our father Abraham on Mount Moriah,

and Isaac, his son, when he was bound on the altar, and Jacob
in Bethel,

He shall answer us.

He who answered Joseph in the dungeon, and our fathers
at the Red Sea and Moses in Horeb,

He shall answer us.

He who answered Aaron with the censer, and Phineas when
he rose from amongst the congregation, and Joshua in Gilgal,

He shall answer us.
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50 SELTHOT SERVICE—PRAYERS FOR FORGIVENESS

Merciful and gracious God, I have sinned before Thee.
O Lord who art full of compassion, have mercy upon me and
accept my supplications.

Psalm 6

O Lord, rebuke me not in Thy wrath;
Neither chastise me in Thine anger.

Be gracious unto me, O Lord, for I am weary;
Heal me, O Lord, for my limbs are atremble.

My whole body aches. Thee, O Lord, do I entreat:
“How long must I suffer?”

Return unto me, O Lord, and deliver me from death;
Because Thou art merciful, save Thou me.

For the dead cannot invoke Thy name,

And the departed cannot acknowledge Thee.
I grow weary of weeping;

Every night my couch is wet with tears.
Because mine adversaries sorely vex me,
Mine eyes grow dim from weeping.

Depart from me, O workers of iniquity,

For the Lord has given heed to my weeping.

The Lord has hearkened to my supplication,
And He will accept my prayer.

Then shall all mine adversaries be frustrated and
confounded;
Suddenly in utter confusion they shall depart.

God who wounds and heals, who causes death and gives life,
He also raises up from the grave to everlasting life. When a
son commits a wrong, his father chastises him; but the com-
passionate father soon heals the pain. A rebellious slave is
put in chains; but if the master desire, he breaks the chains.
We, Thy first-born, have sinned against Thee; therefore our
souls are heavy-laden with bitterness. We, Thy servants,
have rebelled against Thee, therefore have we been subjected
to punishment, plunder and captivity. We implore Thee, in
Thine abundant mercy heal our pain which is too heavy to
bear, so that we perish not in captivity.

"Tachanun” prayer 49
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52 SELIHOT SERVICE—PRAYERS FOR FORGIVENESS

Lord in heaven, we plead before Thee as the captive Lefore
his master. All captives are ransomed with silver, but Thy
people, the House of Israel, shall be saved by mercy and sup-
plication. O grant our petition and our plea; turn us not away
from Thee without Thy blessing.

Lord in heaven, we implore Thee as the slave implores his
master. Oppressed, we dwell in darkness, and our souls are
embittered and distressed. We have not the strength to win
Thy favor, O Lord. Act mercifully for the sake of the cove-
nant Thou didst make with our forefathers.

O Guardian of Israel, preserve the remnant of Israel; let
them not perish, Thy people Israel, who say: ‘‘Hear, O Israel!”

O Guardian of a unique people, preserve the remnant of a
unique people; let them not perish, this umque people, who
proclalm Thy Oneness, saymg “The Lord is our God, the
Lord is One!”

O Guardian of a holy people, preserve the remnant of a
holy people; let them not perish, this holy people, who repeat
the threefold sanctification to the Holy One.

O Thou who hearkenest to all prayers and supplications for
mercy, hearken to this afflicted generation, for there is none
elsc to help them, save Thee.

{O-vee-nu mal-kay-nu ho-nay-nu va-anay-nu, (repeat)
Kee ayn bo-nu ma-a’sim. .
A-say i-mo-nu ts'-do-ko vo-heh-sed, (repeat)
V’hé-shee-ay-nu.

O’vee-nu mal-kay-nu, ho-nay-nu va-anay-nu, (repeat)
V’h&-shee-ay-nu.
Our Father and King, be gracious unto us and answer us,
for we are unworthy; deal charitably and kindly with us, and
save us.

We know not what to do, but our eyes are upon Thee.
Remember Thy mercy and lovingkindness, O Lord, for they
are eternal. Grant us Thy lovingkindness, O Lord, for Thou
art our only hope. Remember not our former iniquities; favor
us speedily with Thy compassion, for we are greatly distressed.
Have mercy upon us, for we have been held in contempt.
Despite Thine anger, remember to be merciful. Thou knowest
the frailty of our nature and rememberest that we are but dust.
For the sake of Thy glorious honor, help us, God of our salva-
tion; deliver us and pardon our sins for Thy name’s sake.
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34 SELIHOT SERVICE—PRAYERS FOR FORGIVENESS

Reader

May the great name- of God be honored throughout the
world which He has created according to His will. May He
soon establish His kingdom on earth, even in our own lifetime
and in the lifetime of our people, so that God may rule over
us all; and let us say, Amen.

Congregalion and Reader

May His great name be praised for ever and ever.

Reader

Exalted and honored be the name of the Holy One, praised
be He, whose glory is far above all the hymns of praise which
man can offer Him; and let us say, Amen.

May the prayers of our people Israel be acceptable unto
our Father in heaven; and let us say, Amen.

May our heavenly Father grant life and peace to us and
to all our people; and let us say, Amen.

May He who makes peace in the heavens, grant peace to
us and to all our people; and let us say, Amen.
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56 SELIHOT SERVICE—PRAYERS FOR FORGIVENESS

YIGDAL

Yig-dal ¢'I3-heem hye, v'yish-ta-bah, nim-tso v'ayn ays, el m'tsee-u-ss.
E-bod v'ayn yo-heed k'yi-hu-ds, ne-¢'lom v'gam ayn sof I'ah-du-sé.
Ayn 16 d'mus ha-guf, v’ay-n6 guf, 16 na-a’-roh ay-lov k'du-sho-s6.
Kad-mén I'hol do-vor a’-sher niv-ro, ri-shn v’ayn ray-shees, I'ray-shee-ss.
Hi-nd a-don 5-lom, I’hol na-tsor, yo-reh g'du-lo-s5, u-ma-I’hu-sa.
Sheh-fa n'vu-0-s5, n'so-n3, el a-n’shay s'gu-lo-s5, v’sif-ar-to.

L5 kom b’yis-ro-ayl, k’ma-sheh 6d, no-vee u-ma-beet, es t'mu-no-sa.
T&-ras ¢'-mes no-san I'a-m3 ayl, al yad n’vee-5, ne-e'man bay-sé.

L3 ya-ha'leef ho-ayl, v’16 yo-meer do-s3, I'3-lo-meem 1'zu-lo-s6.

Tso-fe v-yo-day-a s'so-ray-nu, ma-beet 1's5f do-vor b’kad-mo-s6.
Go-mayl I'eesh he-sed K’mif-0-15, n-sayn I'ro-sho ra, k’rish-o-s3.

Yish-lah I'kayts yo-meen, m'shee-hay-nu, lif-dés m’ha-kay kaytz y'shu-o-83. '

May-seem y'ha-ye ayl b’rov has-ds, bo-rul a-day ad shaym t’hi-lo-s6.
Based on Maimonides' 13 Principles of Faith

We praise and exalt the living God who was, who is, and
who will be forever.

He is One alone and there is none else, and He will be One
forever.

God has no body or form; nothing can compare with His
holiness.

He was God before anything was created; from the begin-
ning of time He was the first.

He is the Lord of the universe; He reveals His greatness
and His power to every living creature.

He inspired His chosen ones to be His prophets.

Never has there been a prophet who was as close to God as
Moses.

God gave us the holy Torah through His faithful prophet
Moses.

God will not change this Law for any other law.

He knows and understands our secret thoughts; He foresees
the outcome of events from the beginning.

He rewards the righteous according to his righteousness;
He punishes the wicked according to his wickedness.

God will send a Messiah to bring freedom and peace.

In His great mercy, God will grant life to the dead; praised
be His glorious name forevermore.
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