DEUTERONOMY 34:10 12720 nRn

of wisdom because Moses had laid his hands upon him; TR MY WK wyn ‘5@51@3-)3"3 or
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and the Israelites heeded him, doing as the Lorp had en

commanded Moses. . ke 98 TED2 587001 Ty m o3y 0 £
10Never again did there arise in Israel a prophet like J'IT:JH:N "T'@Jg . 'EJ"JB;"?N‘ Na ey s ,
Moses—whom the Lorp singled out face to face—11for "R TRUR DR omm

king who would be graced with the same gift (see 1 Kings 3:9-12; Isa. 1x:1-5). It is characteristic of
Deuteronomy that it identifies the qualities given to Joshua as intellectual ones (see the Introduction,
Comment to 1:9, and Excursus 2).26 In contrast, according to Numbers 27:15-23, Joshua already
possessed “spirit” of an unspecified type when God chose him to succeed Moses, and Moses
transferred some of his Aod (“authority™? “majesty™) to Joshua.

transfer some of Moses’ spirit of wisdom to him.27 The same gesture became part of the ceremony of
rabbinic ordination, which for that reason js known as semikhal, “laying [of hands].”

the Israclites heeded him, Aoing as the Lorp had commanded Moses  Thenceforth the
people began to obey Joshua. See Numbers 27:20.

CONCLUDING EULOGY (vv. 10-12)

Moses was never equaled by any other prophet, either in the directness of his communication with
God or in the signs and portents which demonstrated that he was really sent by God. Since these
verses are the final sentence of Deuteronomy, they are undoubtedly meant as more than a eulogy on

incomparability as a prophet is a do gma of Judaism 3¢ In the present context, Moses” incomparability
would have buttressed the authority of Deuteronomy against versions of God’s Teaching that were
inconsistent with the book.3! There is evidence, in Deuteronomy and in books describing conditions
in the seventh century B.C.E., when Deuteronomy was discovered,32 that some parties claimed that
God authorized practices radically inconsistent with the fundamental principles of the Torah, particu-

s In its own way, the epilogue of the Laws of Hammurabi concludes with a similar declaration.

10. Never again did there arise Rather, “But never again . . .” The verse contrasts
Joshua to Moses: although Joshua succeeded Moses, neither he nor any subsequent prophet was

Moses’ equal.35

Torah, prophecy was one of his roles, and the term is invoked here for the purpose of declaring that

339 §
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RAMBAN

before us must mean that {G-d showed Moses the whole Land)

Gilead in the Lebanon in the Land of Israel, as it is written, ¢4,
Gilead unto Me, the head of Lebanon.*** The verse mention; as
Dan whichis at the extremity of the border of the Land of Israe
is written, Go now to-and fro through all the tribes of Istael, from Dq

even to Beer-sheba.’ It mentions the land of Ephraim an:
Menasheh*®* which were in the northern part of the Land of Israe]

and the land of Judah was to the south, as it is written, Judah shal,l
abide in his border on the south, and the house of Joseph shall abide ;

their border on the north,*® for Judah took all the south of the Lang‘
of Israel from the Jordan to the sea, and Dan took the north-west It’
mentions Naphtali*** who was on the east, near Judah,®$ byt it d;)es
not mention Asher and Issachar, for they were among Ephraim and
Menasheh, as it is written [about the borders of Ephraim and
Menasheh], and they reached to Asher on the north, and to Issachar
on the east.* It did not mention Simeon, for their inheritance was in
the midst of the inheritance of the children of Judah,®® nor that of

Jar as

Benjamin whose border of their lot went out between the children of

Judah and the children of Joseph,?* already mentioned near them. It
states as far as the western sea?* which alludes to Zebulun who dwelt
at the shote of the sea,*™ or it may be that [Zebulun] is included [in
the staternent that G-d showed him] the south, and the plain®t [since
the territory of Zebulun was in the plain at the sea]. It mentions the
valley of Jericho®! because it is a deep valley, not visible from the top
of the mountain [where Moses stood], but G-d showed it to him

mniraculously. In general then He showed him the entire inheritance of ..

(291') The verse cannot mean that G-d showed him the land of Gilead, because that
prcc')scly where Moses was. Instead the word eth — eth Gilead — must'mean “from™
e Gilead onward. (292) Jeremiah 22:6. (293) II Samuel 24:2 (294) Verse

(295) Joshua 18:5.  (296) bid., 19:34 fin speaking of the bordcx: of Naphtali}:
wd it reached. .. to Judah at the Jordan toward the sunrise, (297) ]oshu;\
(299) Ibid, 18:11.  (300) Genesis

7:10. (298) Ibid., 19:1.
1:13. (301) Verse 3.

. . “f b
Gilead®®! as far as Dan.” Or it may be that there was [a place calll-::il;

ou art -

I, asit -
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Israel, as it is written, This & the Land which I swore etc.’®* Our
Rabbis in the Sifre?®® have elucidated about these places mentioned in
Scripture.

Now, the reason for this sight which He showed him was because the
Land of Israel is full of all good things,* and is the beauty of all
lands.*** And since the great love with which Moses our teacher loved
Israel was manifest to Him, He made him rejoice by beholding the
abundant goodness with his eyes. 3%

10. WHOM THE ETERNAL KNEW FACE TO FACE. “[This
means] that Moses' heart was familiar with Him and he spoke with
Him whenever he wished, as it is stated, and now I will go up unto the
Eternal; " Stay ye, that I may hear what the Eternal will command
concerning you." *** This is Rashi's language. But it is not correct, for
in that case [if the verse extols Moses' familiarity with G-d] it should
have said, “who knew the Eternal face to face.” Rather, this is similar
to the expressions: and I know thee by name; **° Yet Thou hast said: I
know thee by name.'® The verse thus states that there hath not arisen
a prophet since in Istael whom G-d so exalted as to communicate with
him face to face. Similarly, Eternal, what is man that vateida’eihu""
means “that You should bestow honor upon him by giving heed to
him,” like What &5 man, that Thou shouldest magnify him?'2. 1t is
possible that [this is the intent of the verse]: because when two persons
see one another face to face, they become acquainted with each other
through that meeting, Scripture therefore says whom the Eternal knew
face to face [indicating that G-d and Moses were like two people who
know one another well; however, Scripture said only that G-d knew
Moses, not vice-versa), since out of respect to the Most Exalted it did
not want to mention that Moses also knew Him that way. Now, do not
be surprised that Scripture speaks in praise of Moses saying, Whom the

(302) Verse 4.  (303) Sifre, Brachah 357. (304) Above, 6:11. (305) Ezekiel
20:6. (306) Ecclesiastes 5:10, (307) Exodus 32:30. (308) Numbers 9:8.
(309) Exodus 33:17. (310) Ibid., Verse12. (311) Psalms144:3. (312) Job 7:17.
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